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was practically no way open to show their resent-
ment except by walking out of the House in a body.
For they are tied down hand and foot by the laws
of government now m force, and even when the
new Constitution is introduced,, the same state of
things will continue.
Yet it would appear to be not only wrong, but
foolish, for a British democratic administration to
entrench itself in this manner behind outworn
privilege and defy public opinion To do so can
only increase the suspicion in India that the Treasury
at Whitehall is saving money at India's expense.
To close down eveiy avenue, whereby an injustice
may be set right, is surely incompatible with the
whole spirit and temper of British policy to-day. It
goes back to that old conception of imperialism, as
involving conquest and subjection, which Great
Britain is seeking to abandon m favour of the
Common wealth ideal. If representatives of Britain and
India were to sit down at the same table together to
talk the matter out with goodwill on either side, it
would be impossible for the British representative
then to take up the position that Indians must have
no voice in their own taxation and its expenditure
But there is a further point which may carry
with it still more serious consequences if it con-
tinues unredressed. The Government of India, as
I have pointed out, appears to be bent upon adopting
the shortsighted policy of condemning even the
ideas which have emanated from Soviet Russia,
instead of profiting wherever possible from her new